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SECRETARY’S REPORT TO THE SOCIETY ON THE 85th SEASON

The Society’s 85th season was the sixth under the guidance of our conductor Michael Cayton and the 
fourth under the leadership of Chairman David Pollak.   We were due to present four concerts:

3rd November 2019 at the Watford Colosseum:   Both choir and orchestra were in excellent form 
for their performances of Faure’s Cantique de Jean Racine (sung by the choir from memory) and 
Puccini’s magnificent Messa di Gloria, with returning soloists Gareth Dafydd Morris and Peter 
Willcock.   However the biggest ovation of the evening was reserved for violinist Leo Appel,  
grandson of Society stalwart Ken Appel.   His performance of Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto 
delighted the audience, while the enjoyment of the young soloist himself was palpable.  

The Christmas Concert was scheduled for 10th December 2019 at the Watford Colosseum.   
However, it was cancelled because of safety concerns at the venue.   Undaunted, we staged a       
“Not the Christmas Concert” instead of our final rehearsal scheduled for the night before.       
Watched by an impromptu audience of friends and supporters, the choir and orchestra        
performed the planned programme with gusto.   We were joined by soprano soloist Helena Raeburn,
whose highlight was a sultry version of Santa Baby, while Patron Andrew Shore reprised his 
memorable White Christmas.   Everyone mingled for an extended and very sociable interval.       

In March 2020, the Covid-19 pandemic put the whole country in lockdown and led to the 
cancellation of our two remaining concerts of the 2019-20 season.    We had been due to perform 
Handel’s Messiah at the end of April, an occasion eagerly anticipated by many of the members, while
in June we were looking forward to spending A Night at the Opera.  Both programmes had to be 
postponed for an indeterminate period

The pandemic led to a complete ban on social gatherings, and in particular choir performances, 
which were held to be particularly dangerous.  The orchestra, who had been working their way 
through Schubert’s symphonies, also had to curtail their activities.

By the middle of April, Michael Cayton had found a way of presenting virtual choir rehearsals via 
Zoom for an hour every Monday evening.   These continued until the end of the season, and 
regularly attracted over 50 members performing a mixed repertoire each week.   Tim Pettigrew    
and Nikki Hind provided technical and administrative support.    

Members also kept in touch via the Corona Chronicles, an informal online newsletter devised and 
edited by Judy Newton-Davies.

During the year the Society’s constitution was revised and updated.   It was approved at the AGM. 

The Society’s website was redesigned by Steve Crocker.   Webmaster Tim Pettigrew introduced a 
number of new features and worked hard to keep it up to date.

A Voice Coach – Gerry O’Beirne – was appointed at the beginning of 2020.   He assisted Michael      
by leading the warm-ups and working with small groups during the main rehearsals.


